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Abstract: A common metric of the quality of healthcare is life expectancy. We will
review life expectancy in the USA over the past hundred and sixty years and examine
how scientific endeavor, with a focus on drug discovery has reacted to healthcare
crises during that period. Although we will place considerable emphasis on the recent
discovery of drugs to mitigate the consequences of SARS-CoV-2 infection, we will also
examine the discovery of other agents that have the capacity to improve quality of life
and survival rate. We will attempt to draw summary conclusions from these discoveries
that may provide guidance to the next generation of drug hunters.
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